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which he had believed to be triumphantly advancing,
was checked before the eastern fortresses. He thought
that the French armies of the centre and right were
so closely engaged that they could not spare troops
to move to the left behind the French front. He
erred, too, in underestimating the British army. He
thought that it was broken, demoralized, and out
of action.

About midnight on 31st August, Maunoury tele-
graphed to Gallieni that Kluck seemed to be sheering
ofi from Paris. But it was not until the 3rd that
indisputable evidence came. Gallieni issued a note
to the garrison warning them of the apparent change
in the German march, and at once communicated
with Joffre. He received no reply that day, and
indeed seems not to have been aware of the orders
for the further retreat issued on 1st September.
Next morning he took the matter into his own
hands. At 9 a.m. on the 4th he warned the Sixth
Army that he intended to use it for an attack on
Kluck's flank, and ordered it to be ready to march
that afternoon and begin the general movement next
day. Then he proceeded to telephone to Joffre, who
from captured maps had learned about Kluck on the,
evening of the 2nd, but who had to wait till the Sixth
Army was disengaged, which did not happen till the
4th. At 2.50 p.m. the Commander-in-Chief author-
ized the advance of Maunoury's army for the next
day. Meantime Galli6ni had received orders, issued
two days before, directing the British army to go
behind the Seine. Such a move would wreck his
plans, so he hastened with Maunoury to the British
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